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This summary provides an overview of the state of Hawaiian focused charter

schools’ facilities, including a brief discussion of the background and context

that has led to the high state of facilities needs demonstrated in data

gathered in 2017 and 2021.

HFCS have been required by the Hawaiʻi
State Legislature to access and maintain

their own school facilities

Background and Context
● Seventeen Hawaiian focused charter schools (HFCS) were started between 2000 and 2014 in

response to the Hawaiʻi State DOE’s decades-long failure to apply by letter or spirit its
constitutional mandate to a) have Hawaiian language and culture meaningfully embodied
along the full spectrum of the K-12 curriculum and b) incorporate community expertise in
doing so (Hawaiʻi State Constitution, Article 12, Section 4).

● The State of Hawaiʻi legislature had refused to allow for the formation of public charters
unless charters agreed to find their own facilities.1

● HFCS since their inception have been forced to access and maintain their own facilities to
provide learning contexts where Hawaiian culture and language are foundational to learning,
with the intended impact of increasing Native Hawaiian students’ engagement in learning

1 The exceptions to this rule would be conversion charters school. These schools use previous DOE campuses and receive
support from the state for facilities maintenance. Conversion Charters among the 17 HFCS include Kamaile Academy,
Kualapuʻu Elementary, and Waimea Middle School.
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http://www.hawaii.hawaii.edu/files/accreditation/Evidence/CCER/CCER-1%20Hawaii%20State%20Constitution%20-%20Article%2010.pdf


activities, sense of self-efficacy, and their desire to apply their knowledge and skills to
shoulder kuleana (responsibilities and purview) to improve their family, community, and
larger Hawaiʻi and global contexts.

● The State of Hawaiʻi Legislature for over twenty years has continued to disallow public
charters from accessing a host of State DOE system supports, including capital funds for
facilities development and other supports for facilities maintenance. This disparity in funding
results in public charters receiving about 20-25 percent less per pupil funding, as compared to
the allocation provided to DOE public schools. Even when significant public pressure has
been applied (e.g., the efforts in 2017 that garnered primetime news coverage) by parents and
students urging lawmakers to provide their schools the same level of proportional funding as
other public schools, the legislature has failed to address the inequities.

● Recent COVID-related federal funding that could have been directed to support the significant
technology infrastructure needs at public charter schools was instead exclusively reserved by
the DOE for DOE schools.

● Such chronic disparities in facilities related funding has hampered public charters in Hawaiʻi
from achieving their full potential to serve their students and communities.
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https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/34424061/public-charters-schools-turn-to-fundraising-volunteers-to-tackle-basic-facilities-needs/


Data from two surveys2 (2017, 2021)
conducted by Kamehameha Schools
demonstrate where schools are along
different facilities related dimensions,
overall painting a picture of high need
for most schools.
Source: HFCS State of the Schools (2017, 2021)

2 Data source: HFCS State of the Schools Survey conducted in September 2017 and updated in May 2021. Information was
collected on general campus, campus site administration, site and educational facilities, cultural specification and
supplementary (demographic) data. All 17 HFCSs completed the survey and are represented in these findings.
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Note:  In 2018, Kamehameha Schools invested in providing ten HFCS with high-speed,
business-grade, reliable internet connectivity. In 2021, the Weinberg Foundation invested in
providing computer devices and mifis to address COVID-related technology requirements for HFCS
families in need. The State DOE did not provide any assistance to HFCS.
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Note:  State investments in most HFCS would be investments in state owned properties.
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Having spaces on campus to engage in
cultural practices is a premium for all
schools, but many are limited by their
campus settings.
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Despite facilities challenges, HFCS have
been proud bright spots in Hawaiian
communities and continue to be schools
of choice for many ‘ohana.
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